This book well fulfills the aim of its editor to provide a summary of current knowledge for the practising clinician; it is easy to read and even on occasion (pages 184 and 191) provides light relief. GERARD £24.50 New York: Futura 1976 This book contains a fine account by Lord Brock of the results of 618 mitral valvotomies done with his own hands between 1948 and 1964. Among many fascinating facts presented, one of especial interest is that there is a re-stenosis rate of only 22 % at 21 years.
An informal and authoritative chapter on echocardiography by Dr J C Dillon is worth reading, especially since it emphasizes that this is a technique which requires thorough training and careful interpretation.
Dr C P Bailey writes well on medicolegal liability in cardiological practice and his thoughtful advice to doctors, especially the newly qualified, is well taken.
But in general this volume consists of material that will be familiar to many, either from periodicals or from textbooks. Furthermore, the editing could have been more thorough. Who needs to be told that 'some patients with mitral stenosis have a malar flush'. On the whole, this book is not good value for money. The parasitology is not presented in a precise, taxonomic manner. There are 161 figures, many of which are informative, but only the 5 on malaria are in colour. There are only 9 tables and the length of the text and the number of figures could have been greatly reduced if more comparative tables or figures had been prepared. The text is loosely written like a novel, it is verbose, repetitive, and the language is often turgid.
Despite these criticisms, 'Medical Parasitology' is a reasonable size and price, and can be recommended to those wishing to obtain an introduction to parasitic diseases. The lists of references cited are fairly extensive and will be of value.
ANTHONY HALL

Consultant Physician, Hospitalfor Tropical Diseases
Non-invasive Cardiac Diagnosis by Edward K Chung MD FACP FACC ppxii+319 illustrated £11.70 Philadelphia: Lea & Febiger 1976 London: Henry Kimpton In his preface, Professor Chung claims that 'the primary intention is to describe common noninvasive cardiac diagnostic problems ... frequently encountered in daily practice'. Chapters on computer electrocardiography, vectorcardiography or ballistocardiography barely justify these introductory remarks. This is indeed a book of many contrasts, directed, we are told, to benefit coronary care nurses at one extreme, and cardiologists at the other.
Chapter 13 is written by radiologists for radiologists, and a fair proportion of chapters 14 and 15 is for the pharmacologist. To the cardiologist, only chapters 3 and 8 on electro-and echocardiography contain any stimulating substance.
As a whole, the book will appeal more to the general physician, to whom I can recommend it. All advances in medicine bring problems in their wake. Infusion therapy is no exception, as this bookthe proceedings of an international symposium on the microbiological hazards of such treatmentmakes abundantly clear.
The problems are considered under two broad headings: sources of contamination and clinical syndromes, each with a series of well-illustrated papers followed by informed discussion. The relative merits of different types of container, the problems of additives, the place of ward pharmacy, the epidemiology of outbreaks due to intrinsic contamination and the particular problems oftotal parenteral nutrition are among the subjects considered. The chapter on sepsis arising from external contamination is particularly valuable.
If I could find any fault with this excellent book it would be that perhaps not enough attention is given to clinical management. This is a minor criticism and does not detract from a book which gives so much sound advice. It The book is a personal one and for this reason is perhaps one of the more readable texts. It covers the whole subject and is well illustrated. Where his personal experience is less extensive, as for example in hydatid disease of the central nervous system, Professor Saidi has written in detail from the experience of other colleagues.
This book will become a standard reference for years to come. It is probably the first complete work on the subject since Dew's text in 1928, based on Australian experience. British surgeons may well find a need to consult it when faced with this condition, which is becoming more common as a result of the influx of patients from abroad. The authors state. in their preface that this work offered them the opportunity of clarifying their thoughts on the underlying etiology of many oral diseases and of reconsidering their concepts of how the oral mucosa and alveolar bone respond to generalized disease. The chapters presented are those that might be expected and include one on psychogenic or psychosomatic disease and another on autoimmune diseases. Interestingly, perhaps, aphthous stomatitis is considered as a psychosomatic disorder, while the only conditions discussed in the chapter about autoimmune diseases are some of the (so-called) collagen disorders. It seems likely in fact that many in the field of oral medicine would not be in complete agreement with these authors' ideas about many subjects.
Since very many subjects are touched on in little more than three hundred pages, they have had to be treated in synoptic fashion. It is a pity also that the black-and-white illustrations look dull and hazy. To make up for this perhaps, sixty-four colour pictures, mostly of high quality, have been included at the end.
Overall; one has to admit to being left somewhat disappointed by this book. 'Diseases of the Oral Mucosa' by the same authors, which was published thirteen years ago, was an outstanding work. The present book, however, comes into a somewhat different category; it is not an updated successor. Not surprisingly, the chapters on each of these topics are of different weight.
That we should be sincerely interested in our patients rather than their diseases is well emphasized by the author of the first chapter, but the authors of other chapters tend to catalogue disease states with little reference to the peculiar needs of the adolescent. The chapter on plasma lipid disorders and prevention of atherosclerosis is misplaced. However, there were many valuable paragraphs hidden among the medical facts.
For those physicians who see mainly adolescents and young adults, this will be a useful series to keep them up to date. At over £17 for a slim volume,
